
Minutes of the TMAD 
July 24, 2007 

Talmadge Traffic Circle 
 
Board Members Present: 
George Diefenthal 
Fred Lindahl 
David Moty 
John Royal 
Debbie Sanders 
Cindy Seabloom 
 
Talmadge Residents: 
Steve Maciej 
Ron Anderson 
Mike Fuson 
Gustav Swanson 
Tara Raclovin 
 
City Staff: 
Beethoven Burks 
April Chesebro 
 
Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 6:40 p.m. 
 
Approval of Previous Month's Minutes: 
Approval of the minutes for May and June was not done due to lack of a majority voting in favor. 
 
Non-Agenda Items: 
 
Regarding the Traffic Circle, Beethoven reported that the fungus was gone, and that the shrubs 
will no longer be pruned individually.  Some of the dwarf Day Lilies have been replaced with 
standards.  The Crepe Myrtles are not performing well. 
 
Finance: 
 
Peter Gagnon emailed a financial report to the board. 
 
Historic Corridor: 
 
The El Cajon Business Improvement District is willing to be our fiduciary agent if we provide them 
with seed money.  We are waiting for ruling a from Skip (Last Name) whether assessment funds 
can be used in this way. 
 
Darryl Leetham mentioned that the paint on the restored gates was fading.  It is believed that the 
gates were painted with flat paint which was supposed to oxidize and fade with time.  It was also 
stated that G&G was contracted to refurbish the gates not maintain them.  Maintenance was not 
part of the contract with G&G, and there was no warranty on the work.  Also, the original contract 
may not have met standard city guidelines for contracting.  Any future contracts may need to 
detail expectations for long-term performance.  It was discussed that future contracts may need to 
include a schedule of maintenance. 
 
Fred, George, and Beethoven will work on obtaining quotes for painting and maintenance for 
review in September.  Fred, Ron, and Mike volunteered to assist. 
 
Newsletter: 



 
Potential topics were discussed:  Elections, Block Party, and possibly sidewalk obstructions 
caused by undergrounding. 
 
Lighting: 
 
George Diefenthal informed the board that the start of actual light pole installation will be delayed 
from November 2007 to January 2008.  His current cost estimate is $3,000 to $5.000 per light 
pole.  By October 2007 we should have our project's initial phase laid out ready to go once 
undergrounding is completed in the southeastern sections of Talmadge.  It is estimated that 
approximately half of the intended 200+ plus lights will be installed during the initial phase until 
our accumulated capital budget is exhausted.  As of right now, the city has not agreed to make a 
financial contribution towards the cost of installing light poles where the current city standards 
dictate.   
 
George also reported on developing a Project Management Process with the city.  TMAD would 
need to detail the scope of work to be conducted, and then a City/TMAD group could be formed 
to direct the project.  One concern expressed was how substantial would our influence be.  More 
concrete information was desired.  TMAD was happy to have the city process the contracting 
paperwork, but concern was expressed over how substantial the city's fee would be for being a 
paperwork processor while TMAD will be actively managing the progress of the contract. 
 
Roads and Walks: 
 
David Moty reported on his email exchange with the city about encroachments into our sidewalks 
by the platforms for utility boxes needed for the undergrounding.  The regulations governing 
utilities are set by the Public Utilities Commission, so the city has no power to affect the actions of 
the utilities.   PUC regulations grant easements into private property and the parkways where the 
utilities are free to size their concrete platforms as they deem appropriate.  They are also free to 
install guard posts to protect the utility boxes at their discretion. 
 
Meeting adjourned:  7:53 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  




